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Saints Triumphant1 

 

November 14 & 15, 2020 
 

Lord, Keep Us: Watchful for Triumph. 

 

 

 

 

Prelude  

 

Opening Hymn I Know of a Sleep in Jesus’ Name 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 211 

 

 

 

                                                           
 
 End Times: The last four Sundays of the church year are designated as the season of End Times. 

This season, unique to Christian Worship, focuses on fulfillment of Christ’s promises and 

encouragement for the Church of the End Times. The Sundays in this season prepare the Church for 

these latter days by encouraging faithfulness to the Word (Reformation, red), mindfulness of the 

judgment (Last Judgment, red), watchfulness for Christ’s coming (Saints Triumphant, white), and 

joyfulness in Christ’s reign (Christ the King, white). Jesus calls on us to remember his promise: 

“Behold, I am coming soon!” 
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M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish 

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have 

failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for 

my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive 

in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called 

servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

C: Amen.  
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

  

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to 

sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may 

be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

 

M: For patience and perseverence in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await 

your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

 

C: Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 
 

M: Let us pray. 

Almighty God and Savior, you have set the final day and hour when we shall be delivered 

from this world of sin and death. Keep us ever watchful for the coming of your Son that we 

may sit with him and all your holy ones at the marriage feast in heaven; through Jesus Christ, 

your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

THE WORD 
 

First Lesson Ezekiel 37:15-28 

Like Israel, we wait and watch for the Lord to gather us into his kingdom. 
 

 The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, take a stick of wood and write on it, ‘Belonging to 

Judah and the Israelites associated with him.’ Then take another stick of wood, and write on it, 

‘Ephraim’s stick, belonging to Joseph and all the house of Israel associated with him.’ Join them 

together into one stick so that they will become one in your hand.  
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 “When your countrymen ask you, ‘Won’t you tell us what you mean by this?’ say to them, ‘This is 

what the Sovereign LORD says: I am going to take the stick of Joseph – which is in Ephraim’s hand – 

and of the Israelite tribes associated with him, and join it to Judah’s stick, making them a single stick of 

wood, and they will become one in my hand.’ Hold before their eyes the sticks you have written on and 

say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will take the Israelites out of the nations where 

they have gone. I will gather them from all around and bring them back into their own land. I will make 

them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel. There will be one king over all of them and they 

will never again be two nations or be divided into two kingdoms. They will no longer defile themselves 

with their idols and vile images or with any of their offenses, for I will save them from all their sinful 

backsliding, and I will cleanse them. They will be my people, and I will be their God. 

 “ ‘My servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one shepherd. They will follow 

my laws and be careful to keep my decrees. They will live in the land I gave to my servant Jacob, the 

land where your fathers lived. They and their children and their children’s children will live there 

forever, and David my servant will be their prince forever. I will make a covenant of peace with them; it 

will be an everlasting covenant. I will establish them and increase their numbers, and I will put my 

sanctuary among them forever. My dwelling place will be with them; I will be their God, and they will 

be my people. Then the nations will know that I the LORD make Israel holy, when my sanctuary is 

among them forever.’ ” 

 

Response to the Word Blessed Are They 

The congregation is invited to sing the entire hymn on Saturday and the refrains on Sunday.  

The melody for the stanzas is the same as the refrain tune. 

 

 
  

 Multitudes, clothed in white robes, from ev’ry nation and tongue, 

 Stood before God and the Lamb at the marriage feast of the Lamb.  
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 They’ll neither hunger nor thirst, death, sorrow, pain vanquished now, 

 God wipes all tears from their eyes by the marriage feast of the Lamb. Refrain 

  

 Blessing and honor, they cry, unto the Lamb that was slain, 

 Redeeming us with his blood in the marriage feast of the Lamb. 

 

 Please pause between stanzas 3 and 4 as the names of those who entered the Church Triumphant  

 during the past year are read… 

 

 Elaine Fruth   12/04/19 Faye Mayer   5/31/20 

 Mary Beth Whritenour   12/19/19 Don Hackbarth   6/07/20 

 Gordon Matz    1/03/20 Aileen Walters   7/22/20 

 Helen Albrecht    3/21/20 Dorothy Felsing  9/25/20 

 Drex Hansen    4/07/20 Donald Sebald 10/03/20 
  

 Servant, saint, martyr at rest, sanctified, ransomed, restored, 

 Thund’rously sing a new song of the marriage feast of the Lamb. Refrain 

 

 Worthy are you, Lamb of God, to receive glory and praise. 

 Alleluia and amen! For the marriage feast of the Lamb. Refrain 

 

Second Lesson Revelation 19:1-9 

Our waiting and watching will end when we join the saints in heaven  

at the wedding supper of the Lamb. 

 

 After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting: 

  “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 

   for true and just are his judgments. 

  He has condemned the great prostitute who corrupted the earth by her adulteries. 

  He has avenged on her the blood of his servants.” 

 And again they shouted: 

  “Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever.” 

 The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, who was seated 

on the throne. And they cried: 

  “Amen, Hallelujah!” 

 Then a voice came from the throne, saying: 

  “Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, both small and great!” 

 Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals 

of thunder, shouting:  
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  “Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns.  

   Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! 

   For the wedding of the Lamb has come,  

    and his bride has made herself ready. 

   Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.” 

  (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.) 

 Then the angel said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the 

Lamb!’” And he added, “These are the true words of God.” 

 

Verse of the Day 

 Alleluia, alleluia. They are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple. 

Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel Matthew 25:1-13 

Some guests who are waiting and watching will be ready for the wedding banquet; others will not. 

 

 “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to 

meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps 

but did not take any oil with them. The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. The 

bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 

 “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ 

 “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us 

some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ 

 “ ‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil 

and buy some for yourselves.’ 

 “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were 

ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. 

 “Later the others also came. ‘Sir! Sir!’ they said. ‘Open the door for us!’ 

 “But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don’t know you.’ 

 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.” 

 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ.  
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Be seated 

 

Anthem All Is Well 

Grade 5 by Steve and Vikki Cook  

 

 The sun beams on behind the clouds 

 And in the dark still grace abounds; 

 All is well because of God’s great love. 

 The road of disappointment runs 

 Where unseen mercies wait for us, 

 And all is well because of God’s great love. 

 How brightly shines the love of the Father 

 In our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 With faithful hands he fulfills ev’ry promise; 

 He will never leave our side. 

 

 He feels our weakness, knows our need 

 And for our good he intercedes; 

 All is well because of God’s great love. 

 Through ev’ry failure, ev’ry fear, 

 The Lord of comfort draws us near, 

 And all is well because of God’s great love.  

 How brightly shines the love of the Father 

 In our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 With faithful hands he fulfills ev’ry promise; 

 He will never leave our side. 

 

 His coming soon will fill the sky 

 And all that’s wrong will be made right; 

 With newborn eyes we will behold 

 The glory of the risen Lord. 

 All will be well because of God’s great love 

 Yes, all is well because of God’s great love.  

 How brightly shines the love of the Father 

 In our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 With faithful hands he fulfills ev’ry promise; 

 He will never leave our side.  
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Hymn of the Day Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying 

 Christian Worship 206 
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Sermon Ezekiel 37:15-28 

God Unbreaks the Broken 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth,  

   of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

   eternally begotten of the Father,  

   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

   begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

  Through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation,  

   he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

   and became fully human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

  He suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

  He ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

   and his kingdom will have no end.  
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 We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the Lord, the giver of life,  

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 

  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead  

   and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

Be seated 

 

Offering     

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand  

                                                           
 
Nicene Creed: The word creed comes from the Latin word credo, which means “I believe.” The three 

creeds that Lutherans confess regularly in their worship services – Apostles’, Nicene, and Athanasian – 

are called ecumenical because they are accepted by many Christians throughout the world. These creeds 

are ancient, dating to the early years of the Christian Church. In confessing these ancient creeds, we 

remind ourselves that what we believe and teach has been handed down to us by the apostles and by 

Jesus himself. In addition, we do not confess these creeds alone. We are invisibly united with Christians 

across the centuries by a common faith, and we are encouraged by the timelessness of our confession in 

the creeds. The creed was originally chanted, making it the third of the five major liturgical canticles. 

 

The Nicene Creed is so named because it was developed at the Council of Nicaea in 325 AD. The 

Nicene Creed is a corporate confession of the Church in defense of the Bible’s teaching on the Triune 

God, with special emphasis given to the personhood of Jesus. While the opening words of the Apostles 

Creed (“I believe…”) stress the personal nature of confession, the “We believe…” of the Nicene Creed 

emphasizes that Christians are united by a common faith and that our unity is founded on the timeless 

truth of God’s Word. This unity of faith, along with the more detailed exposition of Jesus’ dual nature 

(true God and true man), leads to the use of the Nicene Creed in services with Holy Communion. 

 

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving


pg. 13 

 

Prayer of the Church  

M: Eternal God, our help in ages past and our hope for years to come, we come before you today 

in remembrance of the saints of every time and place who have walked the road of faith before 

us. 
 

C: We thank you for the faith and testimony of this great cloud of witnesses. 
 

M: We praise you for all your servants who have witnessed to your truth, who have shown us your 

love, and who have inspired us to have hope. 
 

C: By their example, remind us of our calling to live as your redeemed children. 
 

M: As we celebrate the unwavering faith of these saints, we especially remember those who have 

departed our company and entered into your glory during this past year. We thank you for 

releasing them from the burden of sin. 
 

C: Bring comfort to all who grieve over loved ones no longer here with us on earth, and 

assure us of the certainty of a reunion in heaven. 
 

M: Lord of the Church, we thank you for also numbering us among your saints. Instead of our 

unholiness, you see Jesus’ perfect life covering our sin. 
 

C: Give us the strength to live in our baptismal grace until the day you call us home to your 

side. 
 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow 
 

M: As we walk this pilgrim way, make our faith firm in you that we might join the saints of all the 

ages in praise eternal around your throne. 
 

C: Amen.  

                                                           
 
Prayer of the Church: The Prayer of the Church might also be called the Prayer for the Church, 

since it is a fellowship prayer for all of God’s people here on earth. In other words, this is a time of 

prayer on behalf of the Christian Church at large. We pray for those in our congregation, but we also 

pray for the needs and struggles of God’s people around the world. In this prayer, we are again 

reminded that we are not only members of our congregation but also a part of the holy Christian and 

apostolic Church. We receive encouragement from the knowledge that we share a common faith with 

our brothers and sisters in Christ, and we remember them in our prayers. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn Jerusalem the Golden  

 Christian Worship Supplement 728 
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Please stand 

 

M: Heavenly Father, as we are strangers and pilgrims here on earth, set our minds on things 

above, rejoicing in our citizenship in the heavenly Jerusalem. With the faithful gone before us, 

open our lips that our mouths may confess the salvation that is ours through the sacrifice of 

your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace.  

 

C: Amen.  
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Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn For All the Saints (stanzas 1, 2, 5, 7, 8) 

Christian Worship 551 
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Announcements 

 

Postlude 
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Readings for the Week of Saints Triumphant 
 

  

M Hebrews 11:1-7 Hebrews 11:8-16 

T 2 Timothy 1:6-12 John 3:16-21 

W Matthew 22:23-33 1 Corinthians 15:35-43 

R 2 Corinthians 2:14-17 2 Corinthians 5:1-10 

F Hebrews 11:17-22 Hebrews 11:23-31 

S Revelation 2:12-17 Revelation 21:1-7 
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Presiding Minister Seminary Student Andrew Carter (Saturday) 

 

Musician Pastor Kyle Bitter, organ 

  

Worship Notes 
 

 The altar flowers are placed by Barbara Weihing in celebration of God’s blessings. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

 Christine Rindfleisch, scheduled for knee surgery this week. 

 

 St. John’s teachers Mandy Treder, Carrie Henning and her husband Michael, and Rev. Jim 

Buske, husband of teacher Terry Buske, as they deliberate the two divine calls each now holds. 

 

 Ezra James Leverence, son of Josh and Elise Leverence, who was born on Saturday, 

November 7, and baptized in a private cermony. 
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Parents’ Preview for November 22 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“There Is a Higher Throne” Refrain 

(Christian Worship Supplement 727) 
 

 

 
 

 



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 
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Pastor Eric Schroeder 
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Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

sjtosa.org 


